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Projects

Lend Lease have been announced by the 
NSW Government’s Barangaroo Delivery 
Authority as the developers for Stage 1 of the 
largest CBD development in the history of 
Sydney.  This will see over 430,000 m2  of 
new build floor area and 2.6 ha of public 
realm and open spaces built, returning 
almost 1 km of harbour foreshore to the 
people of Sydney. A mix of commercial, 
residential, cultural and civic facilities will 
be provided along with a hotel that will be 
Sydney’s biggest. At 230m in height, the 
hotel will afford views of the Opera House 
from its position on the other side of the 
CBD.

A 150 m long peninsula will be built by 
infilling parts of East Darling Harbour, 
which has been criticised by some as 
privatising the harbour. The Sydney Morning 
Herald reports that “critics have dubbed it 
the worst of ‘Dubai architecture’”, and by 
others such as the former Prime Minister 
Paul Keating, as being “this is what Sydney 
needs”.

It was announced that the proposal to 
be  known as Barangaroo, will be a world 
leading ecological development. The NSW 
Government said the project will join 16 

Sustainability
Centre Opens

other developments around the world in 
entering the Clinton Climate Initiative’s 
Climate Positive Development Program, and 
be a world leading ecological development.

Lend Lease CEO Steve McCann said 
“Barangaroo is aiming to be a climate 
positive development and is targeting carbon 
neutral, water positive and zero waste 
outcomes. By creating entire sustainable 
precincts we can deliver the next generation 
of green buildings, which can then operate 
with a net zero increase in greenhouse 
emissions. When completed Barangaroo will 
be one of the world’s greenest global business 
centres.”

Construction is expected to commence in 
late 2010.

8	 http://lendlease.com.au/llweb/llc/main.
nsf/all/news_20091221

8	 www.smh.com.au/national/grand-
slam-for-barangaroos-grand-plan-harbour-
makeover-looks-like-worst-of-dubai-
20091221-la26.html

Sydney’s Barangaroo
Photomontage of winning Lend Lease proposal for Stage 1 Barangaroo
(Courtesy Barangaroo Delivery Authority, 2009)

The nation leading Lochiel Park ‘green village’ has been opened 
approximately eight kilometres from the Adelaide CBD in the north-
eastern suburb of Campbelltown. The suburban development is a 
brownfield site which has been redeveloped into a suburban housing 
development which has 106 dwellings, a public education centre, and 
an onsite stormwater reuse system.

SA Premier Mike Rann opened the Lochiel Park Sustainability Centre 
in October. The Centre showcases cutting edge building techniques 
and sustainable living ideas that demonstrate ways to live sustainably 
by lowering greenhouse gas emissions and using less energy and water, 
and also includes information on transport, urban design, waste, 
landscaping and natural habitats. The Centre will be operated and 
maintained by the Land Management Corporation (LMC) and will 
be open to industry, community and council workshops, conference 
tours, and tertiary and school groups.

Premier Rann said the State Government’s Lochiel Park project is 
setting a new benchmark for sustainable living. All homes in the 
precinct feature solar cells, 7.5 star energy efficient designs and 
stormwater harvesting systems for toilet flushing, washing and garden 
use. When compared to the average Adelaide household, these homes 
aim to reduce:

The Lochiel Park Sustainability Centre sited within the suburban development
(Courtesy of Landcom, 2009)

Stage 1 Redevelopment Announced 

Adelaide’s Lochiel Park 

-	 water demand by 78 per cent
-	 greenhouse gas emissions by 74 per cent
-	 energy use by 66 per cent.
As well a third of the site is covered by an urban forest made up of 
160,000 trees and plants which help offset greenhouse gas emissions 
and wetlands for stormwater recycling.

Lochiel Park is the only development in South Australia to meet all 
six sustainability criteria for accreditation as an ‘EnviroDevelopment’ 
with the Urban Development Institute of Australia. The six criteria 
relate to water, energy, materials, ecosystems, waste and community.  
The green village also won the National Housing Industry Association 
GreenSmart award for Community Development, and a number of 
other state and national awards.

For further information on the Lochiel Park Sustainability Centre 
visit www.lochielpark.com.au. The website also links to the 
community portal which contains links to the online booking system 
for the Sustainability Centre.
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Local Training & Events
NABERS Assessor Course 

National Australian Built Environment 
Rating System (NABERS) training courses 
for commercial building professionals will be 
run in capital cities throughout the country. 
See state and territory listings below for dates.

8	 http://guest.cvent.com/EVENTS/Info/
Summary.aspx?e=488a5d72-2a5c-46a6-
b679-3be9ea83838d 

Home Sustainability Assessment 
Scheme training

Home Sustainability Assessors need to be 
certified under the Home Sustainability 
Assessment Scheme (HSAS) to conduct 
assessments as part of the Australian 
Government Green Loans Program. The 
Australian Government has sponsored the 
development of a short course for Home 
Sustainability Assessors. Once you have 
completed the HSA training, you can 
apply to HSAS to become certified to 
conduct assessments under the Australian 
Government Green Loans Program. The 
HSA short course typically takes four days 
of classroom training to complete. See the 
website below for training organisations in 
your area:

8	 www.hsas.net.au/site/index.
cfm?display=142369

Green procurement training 

A properly structured green procurement 
program allows you to buy goods and 
services that have a substantially lower 
impact on the environment while 
maintaining quality, functionality and 
cost competitiveness. This year Good 
Environment Choice Australia is delivering 
its Sustainable Procurement training as a 
2-day master class in conjunction with the 
Chartered Institute of Purchasing & Supply 
(CIPSA). See state and territory listings 
below for dates.

8	 www.cips.org/australasia/training/open/
spm

Green Star Accredited Professional 
Course 

The Green Building Council of Australia’s 
Green Star Accredited Professional is held 
over one full day and focuses on the content 
and application of Green Star rating tools. 
The format consists of lectures, Q&A, 
case studies and a workshop which give an 
overview of the impact of buildings on the 
environment. Once you have completed 
the Green Star Accredited Professional 
course, you will be encouraged to sit 
the Green Star Accredited Professional 
exam to become a Green Star Accredited 
Professional, after which you can gain extra 
industry recognition through the Green Star 
Accredited Professional Directory. See state 
and territory listings below for dates.

8	 www.gbca.org.au/education-courses/
green-star-accredited-professional

Ecospecifier - Introduction to 
Sustainability course

Online learning modules have been 
developed by Ecospecifier to target building 
developers, designers, and construction. 
The first of four units has been released via 
an e-learning platform, and aims to give a 
grounding in the basic sustainability issues 
though its seven units: Introduction to 
Integrated Design Process and Compliance 
tools, Streamlining Sustainability 
Compliance, and Sourcing Leading Edge 
ESD products. To assist universities and 
TAFE colleges to teach from these materials, 
learning outcomes and course objectives 
have also been developed to accompany each 
of the units. 

+	education@ecospecifier.org

Air-conditioning 101

The Australian Institute of Refrigeration, 
Air-conditioning and Heating (AIRAH) 
has developed an introductory course Air 
Conditioning 101, for those without any 
expertise in air-conditioning. The course will 
help improve understanding of what goes on 
behind the plant room doors, and provide 
an overview of the key items that relate to 
air-conditioning, energy use, maintenance 
and efficiency. The online format includes 
interactive animations to explain concepts, 
self test questions and further reading.

8	 www.airah.org.au 

Estimating Sea-Level Extremes in 
an Uncertain Future 

We are living in a world in which the 
sea level is rising and will continue to 
rise for the foreseeable future. However, 
traditional design guidelines for coastal 
infrastructure assume that sea level is 
not changing. The Antarctic Climate 
and Ecosystems Cooperative Research 
Centre is offering a national program of 
free information seminars and training 
workshops using the latest methods 
from leading sea-level rise scientists. This 
program is specifically designed for coastal 
infrastructure owners, planners, engineers 
and policymakers to assist in understanding 
how to set appropriate design codes for new 
infrastructure, assess the risk to existing 
infrastructure and set prudent guidelines 
for coastal developments and infrastructure 
maintenance. See state and territory listings 
below for dates.

8	 www.sealevelrise.info

ABSA course in building thermal 
performance assessment

The Association of Building Sustainability 
Assessors (ABSA) has developed this course 
with support from the former Australian 
Greenhouse Office in consultation 
with national industry and government 
organisations. This qualification is required 
to be able to practice as an ABSA Accredited 
Assessor, using new 2nd generation 
assessment software such as First Rate 5, and 
to meet the requirements of the Nationwide 
House Energy Rating Scheme National 
Register of Accredited Assessors. The 32 
hour training program is delivered in three 
modules: Design and Construction Theory, 
Generation Software Operation (Accurate or 
FirstRate 5) and Professional Practice. These 
and other ABSA courses are run in capital 
cities. See state and territory listings below 
for dates.

8	 www.absa.net.au/training

Report questions climate benefits of 
high-speed trains 
A report by the Swedish Government body the Expert Group for 
Environmental Studies, has questioned the carbon reduction benefits 
of constructing high-speed rail networks. The report shows that the 
carbon reductions from public investment in high-speed rail projects 
are minimal and instead recommends directing resources to carbon 
trading measures.  

8	 www.euractiv.com/en/climate-change/high-speed-trains-answer-
cutting-emissions/article-184738#

Freeways failed to deliver time 
savings
Melbourne’s freeways built since 1995 have failed to deliver on 
promised time savings and travel speeds. RMIT University transport 
analyst John Odgers has found that the average travel speed on 
freeways has not changed since 1995, with average speeds on 
Melbourne’s roads decreasing from 45 km per hour to 40 km per 
hour over the same period.  

8	 www.theage.com.au/national/freeways-no-magic-timesaving-
bullet-20090903-f9z0.html   

 Water			 

CSIRO demonstrates stormwater 
recycling technology 
Australia’s industrial research organisation CSIRO has demonstrated 
the potential of using stormwater to produce drinking water in 
North Adelaide. CSIRO researchers have pioneered technology that 
combines engineering with natural processes to treat stormwater to 
meet the health standards for drinking water. 

8	 http://abccarbon.com/tasty-blend-of-science-stormwater

 Transport						    

 Toxins			 

New asbestos danger emerges
Renovators and householders face a new asbestos contamination 
risk as it emerges that the toxin may be present in carpet underlay 
produced from the 1960s and into the 1980s. The ABC’s 7:30 Report 
has discovered that hessian bags James Hardie used to store and 
transport asbestos fibre were reprocessed with contaminated bags 
used as material for carpet underlay. If you suspect you have asbestos 
in your home, consult your relevant state or territory agency for 
guidelines on identification and removal. 

8	 www.queenslandlab.com/news_detail.php?id=31

CPRS amended to include efficiency 
Mechanisms
The Australian Alliance to Save Energy (A2SE) supports amendments 
to the Rudd Government’s emissions trading legislation including 
the development of an energy efficiency market. The A2SE expects 
investment in energy efficiency to deliver reduced energy costs to 
consumers and contribute to lowering the nation’s carbon emissions.

8	 www.a2se.org.au

Energy disclosure scheme 
Commonwealth Environment Minister Peter Garrett has announced 
parameters of the mandatory energy efficiency disclosure scheme for 
commercial property. From 2010, building owners must provide up-
to-date energy performance information for commercial properties 
exceeding 2,000 square metres when selling or leasing property. 

8	 www.environment.gov.au/minister/garrett/2009/mr20091112.html 

Australian Solar Institute announces 
first round of grants
The Australian Solar Institute (ASI) has announced its first round 
of grants to fund solar technology research and development. Five 
projects will share $11 million to advance the development of critical 
components of the clean technology. The ASI’s first round of funding 
is part of the Commonwealth’s plan to develop Australia’s solar 
capabilities and encourage commercial investment.  

8	 www.australiansolarinstitute.com.au/news.htm

Energy Efficiency
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Queensland		               
2 February, Green Star Accredited 
Professional Course, Brisbane

The Green Building Council of Australia’s 
(GBCA’s) flagship course, Green Star 
Accredited Professional, focuses on the 
content and application of Green Star rating 
tools. See article on previous page.

Victoria		

19 February, Eco-Cubby Program 
as part of the Sustainable Living 
Festival, Birrarung Marr, Melbourne

Eco-Cubby is a workshop program for 
children that places architects and designers 
in schools and communities to promote the 
concept of sustainable design. The program 
is being launched at the Sustainable Living 
Festival, and afterwards an exhibition of the 
2009 Eco-Cubby Program will be open for 
viewing from 11-11.30am.

8 www.eco-cubby.com 

South Australia	

11 February, Environmental 
Performance Clauses & Greening 
Make Good, Adelaide

RICS Guides
11 February 2010
Registration includes
copies of RICS Green Guides ‐ Greening 
Make Good & Environmental Performance

Clauses

The built environment is one of the most 
critical areas in which we can reduce 
humanity’s impact on the environment. 
The RICS Guide to Environmental 
Performance in Property Leases is being 
acclaimed as a revolutionary document that 
takes into account the needs of commercial 
property owners and tenants in shaping our 
environmental future.
The RICS Guide to Environmental 
Performance Clauses highlights the 
principles for reducing environmental 
impacts and sets out the framework for 
environmental performance to be included 
in new commercial leases, and the RICS 
Guide to Greening Make Good aims to 
reform the conventional ‘making good’ 
clause to avoid significant waste at the end of 
a tenancy.
The launch of these groundbreaking 
documents will discuss the structure and 
approach that are adopted in the guides and 
how key topics are addressed. The green lease 
is just one of a suite of green documents now 
required for the landlord‐tenant relationship.

So how should fit‐out guides, service 
agreements, make good agreements and 
other documents address standards of 
sustainability to protect the interests of 
all stakeholders? With green awareness 
becoming central to business operation and 
management, what are the key green lease 
issues from the tenant’s viewpoint? What are 
the green issues that are most likely to place a 
landlord at risk in tenancy management?
These questions and many more will be 
answered by:
• John Goddard | FRICS, Principal, John 

Goddard & Co Pty Ltd;
• Melinda Graham | Thomson Playford 

Cutlers
Date: 11 February 2010
Time: 5.00 pm to 7.30 pm
Location: Offices of Thomson Playford 
Cutlers
19 Gouger Street
Adelaide
Cost: $65 (incl gst) RICS members
$75 (incl gst) non members
Includes copies of RICS Green Guides, 
drinks and canapés.
Discount applies for bookings of 3 or
more please contact Jillian
+	 jcarney@rics.org.au
To register contact:
Jillian Carney, RICS:
+	 jcarney@rics.org.au
t: 08 9225 4011
f: 08 9481 3177

National Events
February 2010

2 February, Green Star Accredited 
Professional Course, Melbourne 
Convention & Exhibition Centre, and 
Cliftons, Brisbane

Learn more about green building practices 
and Green Star rating tools at the Green 
Building Council of Australia’s (GBCA) 
Green Star Accredited Professional course. 
Proceedings include lectures, Q&A sessions, 
and workshops. Attendance is the first step 
to becoming a GBCA Green Star Accredited 
Professional.

8	 www.gbca.org.au/events.
asp?eventid=894 

19-21 February, Sustainable Living 
Festival, Federation Square, 
Melbourne 

The 11th annual Sustainable Living Festival 
showcases examples of social and ecological 
sustainability. The free event features 
exhibits, presentations, workshops and 
performances exploring sustainable living, 
with presentations in the Design Tent 
exploring sustainability in the context of the 
built environment. 

8	 www.slf.org.au/festival

21-24 February, Green Cities 2010:  
People, Places, Performance, 
Melbourne Convention Centre

Green Cities 2010 Conference explores 
new ideas and practices in the sustainable 
building industry. National and international 
green building experts will present at 
the conference, which will also include 
product launches, exhibits, and professional 
development opportunities with master 
classes available.  

8	 www.greencities.org.au  

23-24 February,  EcoForum 
Conference & Exhibition, Australian 
Technology Park, Sydney

EcoForum is a multi-disciplinary event 
which brings environment industry 
practitioners, clients, and government 
representatives together for collaboration 
on environmental issues, commercial 
opportunities and the policy process. 
This year’s EcoForum will focus on 
climate change strategies, water use, and 
contaminated site remediation programs. 

8	 www.ecoforum.net.au 

March 2010

8-10 March, UDIA Congress 2010, 
Sydney Convention & Exhibition 
Centre

The future of urban development in 
Australia is the central theme of this year’s 
Urban Development Institute of Australia’s 
(UDIA) congress.  Presentations will explore 
the implications of changing demographics 
and housing supply and demand for the 
development industry, and delivering 
infrastructure for sustainable communities. 

8	 www.udiacongress.com.au

9 March, Practical Building 
Information Management (BIM), 
State Library of Queensland, 
Brisbane

The Australian Council of the Built 
Environment Design Professions will hold 
an event providing practical guidance for 
industry practitioners on the use of BIM and 
its future development. 

8	 www.bedp.asn.au/docs/
BIMSeminarsFlyer.pdf

9-11 March, Crime Prevention 
Through Environmental Design 
(CPTED) Training Course, Mercure 
Hotel, Brisbane

The International Security Management 
and Crime Prevention Institute’s (ISMCPI) 
Australian training course introduces 
architects to CPTED principles, the practical 
application of which may contribute to 
reducing crime and increasing community 
wellbeing. 

8	 www.ismcpi.org/PDF/CW2010.pdf

22-26 March, World Urban Forum 5, 
Rio de Janiero, Brazil

The United Nations Habitat’s fifth World 
Urban Forum will continue to examine 
the social, economic, ecological and 
political impacts of rabid urbanisation. 
The Forum provides the opportunity for 
architects to collaborate with representatives 
from the commercial, government, and 
nongovernment sectors to increase the 
sustainability of our cities.  

8	 www.unhabitat.org/wuf

23-24 March, Sustainable Facilities 
Management 2010, Rydges, 
Melbourne

International Quality and Productivity 
Centre’s Sustainability Facilities Management 
Conference will provide attendees with 
the tools for making a business case for 
sustainability and strategies for reducing 
energy use. 

 8	 www.sustainablefacilities.com.au

17-18 March, ACEA Conference 
2010, Amora Hotel, Sydney

Sustainable cities will feature on day 
two of the Association of Consulting 
Engineers of Australia’s 2010 conference. 
The sustainability presentation will explore 
constructing cities of the future and 
opportunities for greenhouse gas abatement. 

8	 www.acea.com.au/conference/2010/
con2010.htm

April 2010

12-14 April, ARBS 2010, Sydney 
Convention & Exhibition Centre

Air conditioning, Refrigeration & Building 
Services Trade Exhibition 2010 showcases 
heating, ventilating, and air-conditioning 
(HVAC) and refrigeration technologies and 
services.

8	 arbs.com.au

20-23 April, 2010 International 
Planning Conference, Christchurch 
Convention Centre

‘Planning Pathways to the Future’ is jointly 
hosted by the New Zealand Planning 
Institute and Planning Institute of Australia 
and will explore future directions for 
planning and what pathways we need to take 
to change the way we plan, work and live in 

response to global issues. The conference will 
be cohosted with YPConnect10, which is an 
event specifically targeted at young planning 
professionals.

8	 www.planningpathways2010.com

28-30 April, Australian Council for 
New Urbanism Congress 2010, 
Adelaide Convention Centre

ACNU Congress 2010, ‘From Plans to 
Places’, will explore the role of new urbanism 
for developing a high quality and sustainable 
urban environment in Australia. 

8	 www.alloccasionsgroup.com/
ACNU2010

May 2010

1 May - 31 October, World Expo 
2010, Shanghai, China

The theme of next year’s World Expo is 
‘Better Cities’, and as part of this theme the 
goals are to elevate the public awareness of 
the challenges in the “urban age”, identify 
the potential solutions, facilitate the heritage 
conservation of our cities; to raise public 
awareness of healthy urban development, 
disseminate concepts, successful practices 
and innovations in sustainable urban 
development; to seek models of sustainable 
urban development for developing countries 
and to enhance communication and 
understanding within human society. An 
Eco-City Forum is currently being planned 
as part of the Expo.

8	 http://en.expo2010.cn

11-12 May, Façade Design & 
Delivery, Holiday Inn, Brisbane

The Façade Design and Delivery Conference 
2010 will present information about 
the sustainability of façade design and 
construction. Presentations will explain how 
to achieve high-performance façades and 
the use of technology to improve energy 
efficiency, among other topics. 

8	 www.facadedelivery.com.au/Event.
aspx?id=253922
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Disclaimer

Note: Details of publications come from literature in the public domain and are not reviews or endorsements.

The views expressed in this Newsletter are the views of the author(s) only and not necessarily those of the Australian Institute of Architects (the Institute) or 
any other person or entity.

This Newsletter is published by the Institute and provides information regarding the subject matter covered only, without the assumption of a duty of care by 
the Institute or any other person or entity.

This Newsletter is not intended to be, nor should be, relied upon as a substitute for specific professional advice.

Copyright in this Newsletter is owned by the Australian Institute of Architects.
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June 2010
June 3-5, China Eco Expo, China 
International Exhibition Center, Beijing 

The International Green Building 
and Sustainable Cities Exposition 
will demonstrate the world’s leading 
environmental technologies, products and 
services related to all aspects of the green 
building industry: from energy and water 
conservation through to pollution and waste 
management practices.  

8	 www.ecoexpo.com/EcoExpo2009

29 June – 1 July, Climate 
Adaptation Futures, Gold Coast 
Convention Centre

Co-hosted by Australia’s National Climate 
Change Adaptation Research Facility and 
the CSIRO Climate Adaptation Flagship, 
this conference will be one of the first 
international forums to focus solely on 
climate impacts and adaptation.  It will 
bring together scientists and decision 
makers from developed and developing 
countries to share research approaches, 
methods and results.  

8	 www.nccarf.edu.au/conference2010

September 2010

5-8 September, EcoGen 2010, 
Sydney Convention and Exhibition 
Centre

EcoGen 2010 will bring together the 
highest levels of the clean energy industry, 
locally and internationally, to tackle the 
issues facing the clean energy industry and 
find the solutions. Changing our energy 
environment: Renewable and low emission 
technologies to power a sustainable future.

8	 http://ecogen2010.com.au/


